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PLEASE PASS FOLLOWING MESSAGE TO BROWN OF ESSO EASTERN; 
DACCA, AND NEFF OF ESSO EASTERN, BOMBAY. 

RE HOLIDAY ARTICLE MATTER: 

AAA. WE SUGGEST YOU TELL MINISTER OR SECRETARY THAT WE ARE 
NOT SOURCE OF LEAK AND THAT, EXCEPT FOR STATEMENT IN BBB 
BELOW, ALL QUERIES FROM THE OUTSIDE WILL BE REFERRED TO THE 
MINISTRY FOR COMMENT. 

BBB. QUERIES FROM PRESS SHOULD BE ANSWERED AS FOLLOWS: 

WE ARE NOT IN ANY ACTIVE STAGE OF NEGOTIATION WITH GOB, 
ALTHOUGH SOME DISCUSSIONS HAVE TAKEN PLACE REGARDING THE 
POSSIBILITY OF A TRANSFER OF ESSO OPERATIONS. WE SUGGEST 
THAT IF FURTHER INFORMATION IS DESIRED, QUESTIONS BE 
IRECTED TO THE APPROPRIATE GOVERNMENT AGENCY. 

CCC. SUGGESTED RESPONSES TO QUESTIONS OF EMPLOYEES 
INCLUDING UNION LEADERSHIP ARE: 
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111. PRELIMINARY DISCUSSIONS WITH GOB HAVE TAKEN PLACE 
CONCERNING THE POSSIBILITY OF A TRANSFER TO OWNERSHIP OF 
COMPANY OPERATION. 

222. SUCH A TRANSFER AS WE ENVISION IT, WOULD BE THE 
TRANSFER OF AN ONGOING BUSINESS. 

333. THE WELFARE OF OUR STAFF AND THEIR CONTINUED EMPLOY- 
MENT UNDER THE SAME CONDITIONS OF SERVICE ARE UPPERMOST 
IN OUR MINDS, AND THIS POINT HAS BEEN EMPHASIZED IN OUR 
TALKS WITH GOB. 

444. ESSO REASONS FOR WISHING TO NEGOTIATE INCLUDE OUR 
COMPANY FORECAST THAT OUR BUSINESS IN BANGLADESH DOES NOT 
OFFER, IN THE LONG TERM, PROSPECTS OF EFFICIENT USE OF THE 
COMPANY RESOURCES, NOR DOES IT OFFER THE PROSPECT OF OUR 
EARNING A REASONABLE RATE OF RETURN ON OUR SHAREHOLDERS 
INVESTMENTS. 

555. FURTHERMORE, THE COMPANY BELIEVES THAT THE CONTINU- 
ATION AS A 100 PER CENT OWNED BRANCH OPERATION IS AN ANA- 
CHRONISM IN THE CONTEXT OF GOB'S STATED SOCIAL AND 
ECONOMIC ASPIRATIONS. GOB'S CURRENT FIVE YEAR PLAN CALLS 
FOR COMPLETE GOVERNMENT OWNERSHIP OF AN INTEGRATED OIL 
INDUSTRY. 

666. CURRENTLY, ESSO OBTAINS ITS FUEL PRODUCTS FROM 
GOB DIRECTIVE, AND SELLS SUBSTANTIAL AMOUNTS TO GOB 
ENTITIES. 

DDD. ALSO SUGGEST YOU TRY TO ASCERTAIN SOURCE OF LEAK. 
SUGGEST YOU SEE HOWDA ON THIS. SIGNED CASE/SEITZ. 78/79, 

ESSO EASTERN HOUSTON. 

F.F.F- BACKGROUND FOR NEFF, BOMBAY: JUNE 9 ISSUE OF HOLIDAY, 

A DACCA WEEKLY PUBLICATION, CARRIED ARTICLE ON ESSO 
NEGOTIATIONS WITH GOB TO SELL ASSETS. BROWN ASKED FOR 
ADVICE ON HANDLING. THE ABOVE IS RESPONSE. SISCO 
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